
FIV diagnostic algorithm—all cats

 
*   Cats receiving negative results should be retested a minimum of 60 days  
after their last potential exposure to allow FIV antibody to reach detectable levels. 
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FIV antibody positive FIV antibody negative*

<6 months of age

Maternal antibodies may take up to 6 months of 
age to clear; continue testing in 60-day intervals. 

After kitten reaches 6 months of age…

SNAP® Feline Triple® Test/SNAP® FIV/FeLV Combo Test

SNAP Feline Triple Test/ 
SNAP FIV/FeLV Combo Test

Important note about FIV vaccines

Cats vaccinated with whole-virus FIV vaccines 
will test positive on FIV antibody diagnostics, 

including the SNAP Feline Triple Test,  
SNAP FIV/FeLV Combo Test, PetChek® FIV 

Antibody Test, and Western blot. Therefore, if 
choosing to vaccinate, test immediately  

prior to administration.

Consider free of infection

FIV antibody 
negative*

Consider free  
of infection

FIV antibody 
positive

All positive test results should be confirmed with a different test. 
Perform follow-up testing with the reference laboratory 

FIV Antibody by ELISA and an FIV RealPCR™ Test

ELISA negative

PCR negative

Consider free of infection 

ELISA negative

PCR positive

ELISA positive

PCR negative

Consider FIV vaccination 
status and clinical signs

Vaccinated with no clinical 
signs consistent with FIV 

Unvaccinated and/or clinical 
signs consistent with FIV 

ELISA positive

PCR positive

FIV infection cannot be ruled out 
Repeat both an FIV ELISA and FIV 
RealPCR Test at 6-month intervals.  

Cats should be monitored and managed 
as if FIV-infected.

Consider Western blot if FIV is  
strongly suspected  

Repeat both an FIV ELISA and FIV  
RealPCR Test at 6-month intervals.

Likely antibody positive  
due to vaccination 

>6 months of age

Consider FIV-infected


